





This chapter consists of four topics related to the first chapter. They are 
background of the study, problems of the study, objectives of the study, and the 
definition of key terms. 
1.1 Background of the study 
Human as a social creature, they need other people to live and interact 
with others. The interaction itself needs a good communication and a good 
communication used language in it. According to Trudgill (1983) argues that 
language and society are tightly connected because society in any group of people 
who are drawn together for a certain purpose or purposes they need a language 
used by the member of particular society to reach all of their certain purposes. 
Society also uses language to express their feeling, ideas, wishes, or opinions. 
Based on definition above, language is really important in human life. Without 
language, the interaction between people will be difficult thus language makes 
communication easier to understand, since human and language cannot be 
separated. Language is a media for us to deliver our means and also to express our 
feeling. According to McQuown (1982) language is the principal tool through 
which one man passes on his personal and social integration, his cultivated ways 
of behaving to his offspring, and through which he induces his peers to share his 





concluded that language is part of culture and also part of environment, it means 
that language is become crucial factor in society. In other hand, linguistic is a 
study that learning all matter about language and what is in language, not only 
from the outside but also the meaning inside language (Chojimah, 2014).  
Related to language and linguistic, this study focuses on a discourse. 
Discourse in linguistics, a unit of language longer than a single sentence. More 
broadly, it is the use of spoken or written language in a social context. Weedon, 
(1987, p. 108) defines that “discourse is more than ways of thinking and 
producing meaning. They constitute the „nature‟ of the body, unconscious and 
conscious mind and emotional life of the subjects they seek to govern.” When we 
talk about discourse, it means that we not only talk about how language can have 
meaning by over look on how the ways of someone producing meaning with 
language, but also how body language, mind, and emotional can influence 
language and its meaning on context.  More specific of discourse can be explained 
in discourse analysis. Brown and Yule (1996) state that Discourse Analysis as a 
product of linguistics, is the study of how forms of language are used in 
communication. Moreover, Abrams and Harpham (2005) defines Discourse 
Analysis concerns itself with the use of language in a running discourse, 
continued over a number of sentences, and involving the interaction of speaker (or 
writer) and the auditor (or reader) in a specific situational context, and within a 
framework of social and cultural conventions. In brief, discourse analysis is a 





sentences and involving an interaction between people by spoken utterances or 
written discourse within the context and also the social and cultural framework.  
One of Discourse Analysis branch is Communicative Language which has 
relation with function of language. By analyzing language function, it is hoped 
that we can understand the important of the concept of speech act. In relation with 
language function, Brown and Yule (1996) synthesize their ideas o f what should 
we do to understand whether or not a stretch of language is connected. The first is 
computing or predicting the communicative functions of a discourse. The second 
is understanding socio-cultural knowledge of the world. The third is coming to 
our inference or subjective point. Meanwhile, Cook (1989), points out that the 
function of language should be analyzed by firstly identifying the elements of 
communication which are the addresser, addressee, channel or medium by which 
the message transferred, message form, and the last is code before the language 
functions could be established. In addition, after understanding the elements of 
communication, Jacobson (1960) determines six function of language which is 
emotive, conative, phatic, poetic, referential and metalinguistic function. 
In order to analysis language function that can be found in our daily 
language, the writer uses novel as the object of analysis. Novel is an invented 
prose narrative of considerable length and a certain complexity that deals 
imaginatively with human experience, usually through a connected sequence of 
events involving a group of persons in a specific setting.  The novel is a genre of 
fiction, and fiction may be defined as the art or craft of contriving, through the 





(Britannica.com). Novel Antologi Rasa by Ika Natassa is a story about three best 
friends who work in the same company as a banker and without three of them 
realizing the situation if they have fallen in love with each other. The problems 
come when each of them know each other feeling and make them realized of what 
their truly feel. 
In this study, the writer is interested to analyze novel Antologi Rasa by Ika 
Natassa seen from function of the language. There are two reasons why the writer 
used with novel Antologi Rasa as object of this study. First, the writer has a great 
interest in the novel by Ika Natassa, because the story and the plot of the novel are 
interesting and it is also used uncommon language which contain a lot of 
functions of language or communicative functions which the author uses to make 
the novel more interesting to read and easily to be followed by the readers. The 
second reason, the words, phrases, and sentences are interesting to investigate not 
only because they contain many language functions, but also because the novel 
has a unique story and provide didactic value. By studying this novel, the writer 
will also learn the values of life.  
The significance of this study is to give knowledge to the writer and to the 
readers about the usage of language function found in the novel of Antologi Rasa 
by Ika Natassa in order to interpret its language function found in the novel and 
make it understandable for the reader by firstly searching, listing and classifying 
the language function found in the novel and then explaining the interpretation 
implied of its language function found in the novel Antologi Rasa by Ika Natassa, 





writer conduct a study entitled Language Function Found in Novel by Ika 
Natassa entitled “Antologi Rasa”. 
 
1.2 Problems of study 
1. What are language functions found in novel entitled Antologi Rasa by Ika 
Natassa? 
2. What is the reason of using a certain type of language functions found in 
the novel entitled Antologi Rasa by Ika Natassa? 
 
1.3 Objectives of the study  
1. To find out the language functions found in novel entitled Antologi Rasa 
by Ika Natassa. 
2. To find out the reason of using a certain type of language functions found 
in the novel entitled Antologi Rasa by Ika Natassa. 
 
1.4 Definition of Key Terms  
1. Discourse Analysis : Discourse Analysis is an commited to an 
investigation of what that language is used for. 
(Brown and Yule, 1989) 
2. Language Function : Language function is how the language is used in 
the right way to reach its communicative 





3. Antologi Rasa : Antologi Rasa is the fourth novel of Ika Natassa 
which first published in 2011 by Gramedia 
Pustaka Utama. (Antologi Rasa, 2014) 
4. Ika Natassa : Ika Natassa is a banker, writer, and an aspiring 
photographer. She founded a startup company 
called LitBox, the first literary subscription 
service in Indonesia. 
(https://id.linkedin.com/in/ikanatassa) 
 
